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INSTITUTE

MAS 503 Pastoral Studies 2Credits/ 3 CEUs
T Th 10 -11:30 a.m. Spring 2009

Instructor Name Robert Brumet

Office Hours M 2:30-3:30 p.m.; T & Th: 9-10 am. & 3-4 p.m.
Other times by appointment. (A sign-up sheet is on the door.)

Telephone 816 524 3550 x 2440

E-Mail BrumetRJ@unityonline.org

Required Texts Clinebell, H. (1984) Basic Types of Pastoral Care & Counseling:
Resources for the Ministry of Healing & Growth Nashville TN:
Abingdon

(This text is also used for MAS 501: Pastoral Counseling I)

Recommended Reading
Bradshaw, J. (1996) Bradshaw On: The Family. Deerfield Beach FL:
(These books are on Reserve | Health Communications, Inc.

in the library.)

Clinebell, H. (1998) Understanding and Counseling Persons with
Alcohol, Drug, and Behavioral Addictions. Nashville TN: Abingdon.

Hendrix, H. (1988) Getting the Love You Want: A Guide for
Couples. New York: Henry Holt.

Singh, K. (1998) The Grace in Dying: A Message of Hope, Comfort,
and Spiritual Transformation. New York: Harper Collins.

Course Description

This course provides relevant information on a variety of life issues encountered in pastoral ministry.
The focus is on the pastor’s function and relationship to the congregants, as well as the effective use of
Unity principles in various pastoral circumstances. The elements of designing, implementing and
administering lay pastoral programs will be discussed. Prerequisite: MAS 501 Pastoral Counseling I or
equivalent.

Learning Objectives

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Articulate knowledge of a variety of life issues encountered in pastoral ministry.

2. Describe how these life issues will be addressed in their ministry.

3. Describe how their own life has been impacted by these issues and how these experiences will
influence their ministry.

The above objectives partially fulfill the following outcomes for the Master of Divinity and Certificate
programs:

1. Provide spiritual counsel, establish rapport, and communicate empathetically.

2. Perform pastoral care functions.
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Class Schedule

Spring 2009

Week | Date | Unit Topic (hrs) Reading Assignment Paper/Exam/Activity
la 2/09 |1 Course Overview Clinebell (1984) Ch 1- 5 RB
(This may be read at any time
during the first five weeks of the
term)
1b 2/12 | 1 Partnership & Clinebell (1984) Ch 10 RB
Marriage I
Hendrix (Recommended)
2a 2/16 |1 Partnership & RB
Marriage 11 Hendrix (Recommended)
2b 2/19 | 1 Divorce RB
3a 2/23 |1 Family Systems I Bradshaw (Recommended) RB
3b 2/26 |1 Family Systems 11 Bradshaw (Recommended) RB
4a 3/02 |1 Human Sexuality A Gatewood PhD
4b 3/05 | 11 Addiction & Clinebell (1998) RB
Recovery 1 (Recommended)
(VCR)
5a 3/00 | 11 Addiction & Clinebell (1998) RB
Recovery 11 (Recommended)
5b 3/12 | 1T Domestic Violence A Domian PhD
(Lap Top)
6a 3/16 | 11 Child Abuse
B Sheldon LCSW
Unit I Reflection Due
6b 3/19 | I Religious Abuse RB
7a 3/23 | 111 Aging & The Elderly Rev R Burns MDiv
7b 3/26 | 111 Death & Dying;: Singh (Recommended) J Ford MSW & Rev ]
Hospice Whiteside
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Week | Date | Unit Topic (hrs) Reading Assignment Paper/Exam/Activity
8a 3/30 | 11T Death & Dying: Singh (Recommended) S Langsford

Langsford Funeral

Home
8b 4/02 | 111 Suicide D Forgey Ph D

Unit II Reflection Due

9a 4/06 | 111

Memorial Services

RB

(D
ob 4/09 | III Grief & Bereavement | Clinebell (1984) Ch 9 RB
10a 4/13 | IV Lay Pastoral Clinebell (1984) Ch 16 RB
Programs
10b | 4/16 |1V Summary & Closure RB

Unit III Reflection Due

Term Paper Due

Assignments for the Master of Divinity program:

1. Read assigned text material.

2. Write three reflection papers: One reflection paper on the topics presented in each unit. Unit I
paper is due 3/16; Unit II paper is due 4/02; Unit III paper is due 4/16. See pg 4 for details.

3. Write a term paper on any of the following topics: Marriage or Partnership; Divorce; Human
Sexuality; Family Systems; Addiction and/or Recovery; Child Abuse and/or Domestic Violence; Aging
& The Elderly; Suicide; Religious Abuse; Death & Dying; Grief & Bereavement. See page 4 for
detailed instructions. Due Monday 4/16.

Grading

Assignment

Possible Points

Meets Learning Objective

Term Paper

100

1,2

Reflection Papers (3)

150

1,2,3

Classroom Participation

50

1,2,3

Final Grade Determination:

300-270=A
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269 -240=B
239-210=C
209-180=D
Below 180=F

Assignments for the Certificate program:

1. Read assigned text material.

Spring 2009

2. Write three reflection papers: One reflection paper on the topics presented in each unit. Unit I
paper is due 3/16; Unit II paper is due 4/02; Unit III paper is due 4/20. See pg 4 for details.

Grading

Assignment

Possible Points

Meets Learning Objective

Reflection Papers (3)

120

1,2,3

Classroom Participation

30

1,2,3

Final Grade Determination

150-135=A
134-120=B
119-105=C
104 -90=D
Below 90 = F

Assignments for the Master of Arts in Religious Studies:

1. Read assigned text material.

2. Write three reflection papers: One reflection paper on the topics presented in each unit. Unit I
paper is due 3/16; Unit II paper is due 4/02; Unit III paper is due 4/20. See pg 4 for details.

3. Write a term paper on any of the following topics: Marriage or Partnership; Divorce; Human
Sexuality; Family Systems; Addiction and/or Recovery; Child Abuse and/or Domestic Violence; Aging
& The Elderly; Suicide; Religious Abuse; Death & Dying; Grief & Bereavement. See page 4 for
detailed instructions. Due Monday 4/20.

Grading

Assignment

Possible Points

Meets Learning Objective

Term Paper

100

1,2
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Reflection Papers (3)

150

1,2,3

Classroom Participation

50

1,2,3

Final Grade Determination:

300-270=A
269 -240=B
239-210=C
209-180=D
Below 180=F

Instructions for Reflection Papers.

Spring 2009

Unit I is comprised of the following topics: Marriage/ Partnership; Divorce; Family Systems; Human
Sexuality. Unit II: Addiction and Recovery; Domestic Violence; Child Abuse; Religious Abuse. Unit

III: Aging/Elderly; Death/Dying; Suicide; Grief/Bereavement.

Each reflection paper should contain the following: 1) A brief summary of each topic presented.
2) Your personal response to the topics. 3) Your plan for addressing this topic in your ministry.

Personal responses should include: your emotional response to the topic as presented; your personal

history and/or healing needs with this issue.

Please double space all text. Include a cover page that contains your name, current date, course title
and the paper’s due date. Papers should be approximately 6-10 pages in length. Due dates: Unit I —

3/16; Unit II — 4/02; Unit III — 4/20.

Grading Criteria for Reflection Papers

e Compliance with assignment parameters.

Depth of insight.

Degree of self-awareness expressed.
Clarity of written expression.
Comprehensiveness of response.

Instructions for Term Papers

e The purpose of this paper is to present general information and an analysis of your chosen
topic or issue, such that it would be of benefit to someone functioning as a Unity minister.
The purpose of the paper is to educate the reader on the topic and then show him/her ways
that Unity principles could be applied to this topic and how a Unity ministry could serve in

this arena.

e Topics may be combined or slightly modified with approval of instructor.
e Include material from at least three authorities in the area you have chosen.

1901 NW Blue Parkway Unity Village, MO 64065 816-251-3535 www.unityinstitute.org




Spring 2009

e Use APA standards for all notes and references.
e Length: min 3000 words (12- 15 pages).

Grading Criteria for Term Papers
e Compliance with assignment parameters.
Depth of insight and understanding.
Clarity of written expression.
Use of research material. (Includes both quantity and quality of information.)
Comprehensiveness of response.

Grammar; spelling; sentence structure.

Expectations of Students
Students are expected to come to class on time having read the assigned material. Please turn off all
cell phones before each class begins.

Classroom Protocol

Please behave in a manner the honors yourself and others, and honors the intention of this course and
of Unity Institute. Some of our presentations will be by guest instructors. We ask that the students
relate to them with dignity and respect.

Late Assignment Policy
Late papers may receive a grade reduction of 3% per day or 20% per week.

Attendance Policy

Although attendance is not formally taken students are expected to attend each class. Due to the
nature of this course it will be very difficult to remediate a missed class. If you do miss a class, please
see the instructor to discuss the matter.

Academic Honesty

Unity Institute assumes that all students desire to pursue their academic and transformational work
with honesty and scholarly integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, facilitating academic dishonesty and
misrepresentation of self or other students are prohibited. Students may seek the assistance from
others as long as the student submitting the assignment is actually doing the work.

If a faculty member discovers a student violating academic honesty the following penalty may
be applied, depending upon the severity of the infraction:

1. A reduced grade for the assignment.

2. A grade of zero for the assignment.

3. An “F” for the course.

4. Remand the decision to the full faculty.

A report will be sent to the faculty, the Dean, as well as kept in the student’s permanent file.

For further information about academic honesty, students are directed to review the Unity
Institute Catalog and Unity Institute Student Handbook.

Special Concerns

Due to the nature of this course, students may experience strong emotions or unhealed memories
during or after a class presentation. We recommend that you attend to these needs; the instructor is
willing to assist, if necessary. The healing of past issues is a very important component in preparation
for ministry. At the same time, it is equally important to meet the responsibilities and academic
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requirements of this course. If students have any special concerns and/or challenges that may affect
their academic performance, they are encouraged to speak with the instructor about the issue.
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